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Prof. Cherry, in his lectures upon The Growth of
the Criminal Law in Ancient Communities, com-
pares the stage of barbarism in four ancient peoples
widely separated in time and geographical situation,
and finds in each of them the same practice of re-
dressing injuries by private retaliation, or self-help,
tempered by composition on the payment of a
ransom. These four peoples, some of them em-
bracing large parts of the human race, were the
ancient Irish, the Hebrews, the Mahometans, and
the early English. He might have included in the
range of his observation numerous societies of bar-
barians now living in which the same methods of
repressing internal strife are employed.

But the evidences are numberless, and the fact
may be regarded as universal and admitted.1 No-
where does the practice appear more conspicuously
than among the barbarian conquerors of Western
Europe, including England. That it was the only,
or principal, form in which violence and crime were
repressed is manifest from the fact that the Laws
of the Barbarians are, to a very large extent, occu-
pied in enumerating the various compensations which
are to be paid for injuries done to person or property,
and the Laws of Alfred present the same feature.

But it must not be supposed that the custom of
accepting compensation, even when the amounts
were fixed by what was called the law, such as the
Laws of the Barbarians and of Alfred just mentioned,
really amounted to what is properly called law.

1 The chapter in Koenigswarter contains the fullest information.
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